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A MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT & CEO

OF UCEDA

Deear friend,

I appreciate you taking a moment
to explore this commemorative
magazine of our outstanding
fourth-annual-artistie-event
UCEDA'S GOT TALENT.
This vyear's show was especially
significant as it marked a celebra-
tion of our 35th anniversary.

The last 35 years have been full of
exciting experiences, in which all
members of UCEDA from execu-
tve and academic leaders to faculry
and student representatves from
various nadons, have contributed to
our mission of facilicanng the inre-
gration of immigrants into Ameri-

Our awareness of the richness of our
ethnic diversity is what inspired us
o create UCEDAS GOT
TALENT. This is a vearly event in
which thousands of students submit
auditions in singing, dancing, or
plaving a musical instrument. Expe-
rienced experts in these three disci-
plines are selected to evaluate and
choose the finalists and winners of
this extraordinary event.

Happy holidays, my friend!

Sincerely,

Carlos A. Uceda
President & CEQO

Putting together a show of this
magnitude is no easy task. And it
would have never been possible
without the participation of a team
of almost a hundred volunteers.
who tirelessly worked for months,
organizing, spreading, and main-
raining the enthusiasm necessary to
make our show a success. This
magazine is, and will continue to be,
a testament of their creativity, deter-
mination, perseverance, and leader-
ship.

I express my gratimude to everyvone
who was part of this exciting experi-
ence. Furthermore, [ encourage you
to look forward to our show in 2024,
where we aim to_ once again, outdo
ourselves. For now, I imvite you w
look through our magazine and
enjoy the highlighs of UCEDA’S
GOT TALENT 2023; where for
one night, our smudents came
together with their talents to cele-
brate the wealth of our diversity.

4 | UCEDAS GOT TALENT - 2023 Magazine
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Uceda is synonymous with tradition and
guality. Our main objective is to positively
ransform the lives of our community
through education. Our goal is to help our
students meet their personal and
professional  English  communication
needs. Since its founding in 1988, Ucedas
commitment to its clients and the
Immigrant communities it serves has
been umwavering.

When the Uceda family first emigrated
from Peru. they recognized the need and
the importance of teaching English to
non-English-speaking immigrants. It was
with this realization and a strong desire to
serve that our founder. Carlos A. Uceda
opened his first ESL school in Paterson.
New Jersey. This single effort eventually
led to a network of leaming centers that
spans the eastern region of the United
States with schools in New Yorle New
Jersey. Connecticut, and the Washington
DC Metro and Virginia areas.

Our schools are located where our
community needs us the most. We are
proudly present throughout the east coast
in towns and cities such as Red Bank
Passaic, Paterson. Perth  Amboy.
Danbury,  Norwalk,  Morristown,
Freehold, New Brunswick. [akewood.
Bridgeport. Falls Church. Dover. Silver
Spring, Stamford and Port Chester.

Our unique approach and methodology
find success in in-person classes as well as
through our virtual learning program
(EnglishLine). Currently, we are reaching
across the globe with more than 700
students in countries such as Costa Rica.
Colombia. Ecuador. El Salvador. Peru
Chile, Honduras, and Mexico.




2 About
e UCEDA’S GOT TALENT

At Uceda we are synonymous with tradidon.
quality, education and the ransformation of
lives through the teaching of English asa
second language.

Throughour the last 35 vears. our schools
have been an integral part of the lives of
thousands of non-English-speaking
immigrants in the Unived States.
People who come from all over the
world looking for berter opportunities

and a chance at reaching their dreams.

Thanks to the diversity of nationalities.
languages and costumes that our
students represent, we have become

a hub of cultures from all the continents
of the world. At our schools. people from
trom all walks of life get to share and leam
from one another: in the process enriching their
lives as well as ours. It is not just about leaming
English. Itis about coming together as a community
and having the opportunity to value, respect. assimilate

and promulgare the wealth of art and cultare in our lives

It is for this reason that in 2008 we organized our first talent show.
The vision tor this event came from a desire to publicly recognize. and honor
the artistic talent of our students in a way that would benefit the entire community.

Our vision gradually morphed into a culoural event thar is today's Uceda’s Gor Talent

7 | UCEDAS GOT TALENT - 2023 Magazine
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CAROLINA =

Musical Theater professional and passionate dancer
since she was 6 years old. Her career has been
developed by studying all forms of dance including
Ballet, Jarz. Pointe. Folk, Contemporary and
Ballroom. Carolina was a dancer choreographer on
a well-known TV program in Paraguay and Chile
and she has competed professionally in South
America and in the USA.

15| UCEDAS GOT TALENT - 2023 Magazine

Musician, saxophonist and producer from
Dominican Republic with extensive experience
playing instruments since he was 10 vears old.
Mebnyn has played for professional bands in the
highly competidve New York music scene and
for some very well-known artists named Romeo
Santos, Tono Rosario, Joseph  Fonseca
and more.




LINAS ™=
KOREIVA

He started dancing ar age 6. Among some of his
proudest accomplishments is thar he was the
Youth World Champion in 1997 and Presogious
Blackpool Dance Festival Champion in 19g8.
Linas was a European cup winner as an amateur.
He was a finalist in all major US professional
Ballroom competitions.

N' I JANDRO S
AT/AUVCUSH

Peruvian guitarist, composer, educator and
¥y bandleader of Afro-Peruvian Jazz band
*Forbidden Tropics™. Algjandro has been the
guitarist for the William Paterson University
[atin Jazz ensemble for the last 1o vears. He has
plaved with well-kmown Latn Jazz artists such
as Jimmy Bosch, Claudio Rodin and others.
‘! He has also recently been considered "one of
' the finest interprerers of the Harun Charango”

by El Peruano newspaper.

NAORMI =
NOTO

Naomi Noto is a soulful Roeck and Roller who
was classically trained in piano and rombone,
and is a selt-taught drummer and percussionist
on the rise. Her vears of experience come from

performing in musical productions as a child,
to headlining in rock cover bands for the past
owo decades.
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6.

We Celebrate 35 Years of
Success and Commitment

to English Teaching

t is with great pleasure and pride that we

commemorate the 35th Anniversary of
UCEDA. This institutdon has significanty
impacted English language educadon in the
United States
My inspiradon for founding UCEDA comes
trom my father's passion for education. When my
father immigrated to the United Stares. he did so
to join his children and

grandchildren, who were
already residing in this
country. When he first
came here. he was quick
to notice the frustraton
of many immigrants
uying o master the En-
glish language. It was
then that he came to our
family with the idea of
opening a school specia-
lized in reaching English
to immigrants. Thus, in
1988, we established our
first school. It was a
dream that. ONCE
crvstallized., has expe-
rienced constant growth

UCEDA's most significant achievement lies in developing
a methodology that allows people to leamn English very
effectively; providing them with the necessary resources to
learn the language and fully develop all their communica-
don skills. This methodology has been vital o eaming the
reputation we have today. Addidonally, 1 highlight the
training and education of a commirted team_ both academic
and administrative, who have contributed o the success of
our institution. As the leader of UCEDA. my focus has
been the pursuit of academic excellence and service: values
that always guide our decisions and actions. We seek o
tulfill whar we promise, ransmirt hope to our students, and
encourage excellence in the development of their skills.

In a marketr as competitve as the United States, we are
characrerized by specialization and dedication. Bevond our
classrooms. we create 4 community where each student is
essential. We provide them not only with edueation, but
also moral supporc. We help them not only achieve their
linguistic goals,

bur also adapr to their new life in the United Sares. We do
this by promoting various activities that strengthen their
identity while helping them integrate into American soci-
ery. Our reaching is based on interpreting American cul-
ture in order to give students a well-rounded experience

[ooking ahead to the tuture, we embrace the use of ech-
nology. We embrace it as our ool withour compromising
he quality of our teaching. Virmalizadon does not limit us.
It expands our capabili-
rics of reaching more stu-
dents, and offer a con-
stanty evolving
educational experience.

Recognizing the signifi-
cant investment that
education entails. we
periodically awar scho-
larships and actvely
engage with  the
COMMUNIOes We Serve.
We form alliances with
organizatons that share
our goals ot strengthe-
ning and integratng
immigrants to the US.
As we continue t grow we look forwand to opening
in new states and enhance our teaching methods
with specialized programs to meet the specific needs
of various industries.

For those considering studving at UCEDA_ T
guarantee that we will be your unconditional allies
in vour quest for English proficiency. and cultaral
immersion in the United Stares

Vouz ducceds, depends. on youn commilment
& determinalion. And al Ueeda, you witt

find solid suppott to achieve your goats.
Welcome. lo (/ceda!
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In the world of dance, there are few
moments in which a dancer is able to
captivate the artention of an
audience, making them feel emotion
and joyv. Daria Nazarova achieved
just this, the evening of October 6th
at Uceda's Got Talent 2023. Her
performance drew a great ovaton
from the audience as she ook first
place in the dance category.

Bomm November 1oth, 1gg7 in
Moscow, Russia, [Daria’s artistic jour-
ney has taken her from the culoural
heart of Moscow o New Jersey.
where she has been learning English -
at Uceda Institute since July 2023 N Dl ST
Daria’s love for dance began with g i B e
rhythmic gymnastics; a discipline she practiced from the age of

five untl she turned seventeen; eaming through her dedication

and talent the highest dtle in rhwvthmic gymnastcs:

MY JOB AS A DANCER IS TO
HELP PEOPLE FIND THEIR
OWN CATHARSIS THROUGH

,I'I .l'l .y .". =

However, at some point, Dana decided o
move away from rhythmic gymnastics and
turn to dance. It was an experence that she
found different, not only in movements,
but in the expression of emotions as well.
Nevertheless, it all fele familiar to her. "I'm
still learning, as dancing is very different
from whar [ used to do. Itfeels very new o
my body, but I love it! I'm planning to take
dance lessons in New York!", explains
Dharia. Her artistic aspirations, however,
extend beyond dancing; she is also interes-
ted in arending acting school in the future.

“I love how 1 can express my feelings and
tell a story without saying a word, and
how my art can make people feel some-
thing. When I dance, [ live on the stage: |
get lost in the music. It's no longer physi-
cal; it's about what's inside_.. If I achieve

that, then I done my job perfectdy”
she saids.
22| UCEDAS GOT TALENT - 2023 Magazine



Dharia draws her inspiration from the world-re-
nowned ballet dancer Mikhail Baryshnikov and
Courtmey Schwarts. "Baryshnikov is pure genius.
He performs with passion and devodon. It's
impossible to describe his work”, expresses Daria.
On the contemporary side of dance, Courmey
Schwarts” artistry, gymnastics, and acrobatics, cap-
ture Daria’s admiratgon. Bur when it comes w per-
sonal inspiration, Daria atoribures her ardstdce jour-
ney to her mother: "1 would say that it all started
with my mom. Shes the one who first took me to
the gym of rhythmic gymnastics. It all started there.
I am grateful for that every single day! It was hard
to be a gymnast. but it opened many doors, and it
gave me the future. Thank you, mom! And also,
thanks t my sister who is my bigguest fan’”

L]

W

Dana lives in East Hanover, New Jerscy, where
looking for a school to study English. she found
Uceda Institute in nearby Morristown. "1 like every-
one at school! I like my teachers who are very
professional and nice. They are always ready to help.
The managers are the best! They are very helpful and
it's nice 1o talk with them. They are superfriendly. [

will never forget the support | got from them! And, of

course, | like my friends and classmates." says Daria.

Entering Uceda's Got Talent was a challenge thart
Daria wok on with great commitment and intensive
training; practcing three o four days a week
perfecting her performance, and ensuring thar she
was at the peak of her form for the big event
23| UCEDAS GOT TALENT - 2023 Magazine

At the grand finale, Daria found the support of her classmares
crucial to her confidence. and her winning first place. Her per-

formance made an impact on the audience that could be seenin
her own expressions of joy and appreciaton. As for the grand
prize of $1.000 — Dania has sall vet to decide how to spend it

Daria describes herself as a persevering person; capable of
achieving whatever she sets her mind to. "Belief in one’s dreams
and in oneself is paramount. Without that belief, progress
remains stagnant.” With these words, she encourages all
Uceda smudents with artistic talents to seize oppormnities like
this, and share their talents with the world. She emphasizes
that the best time to start is now, and that Uceda's Got Talent
is an ideal pladform for budding artists to take that first step.



DOMENICA
MARTINEZ

FIRST PLACE WINNER - SINGING CATEGORY
UCEDA INSTITUTE OF DOVER

SMUSIC IS
. REASON
TO LIVE”

- DOMENICA MARTINEZ

@ ECUADOR
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oménica's journey in the world of music
began in her hometown at the age of 7
when her parents enrolled her in singing
classes. She may have been the youngest in her class,
bur it was then and there that she first discovered her
love for singing and her passion for everything related
to music. It was in her church choir that she learned
the nuances of performance and developed her stage
presence. She expresses herself through music in ways

that words alone cannot convey.

For me, music is a reason to live. music is my deepest
and most personal form of connection. | love to sing.
[ even write my own songs. [ have always wanred to
release my own album. And [ have recorded in a
studio owice, but | have not been able to release amy-
thing due to lack of resources. However, [ realize
that nowadays, social media is very useful in helping
artists ger discovered and recognized. So, 1 have
uploaded some videos and cover songs o my
social media accounts.

In the world of music, there are voices that transcend the ordi-

nary and capture the essence of emotion. Doménica Carolina

Martinez Moreira, born September 11, 2003, in Huaquillas,
Ecuador, possesses one of those voices. Sporting a long white
dress that made her shine on stage and with her wonderful
vocal skills, she captivated the jury and the audience at Uceda's
Got Talent 2023, where she won first place performing in
English the song "Hallelujah" by Leonard Cohen.




While many artists find inspira-
legendary  figures.
Doménica's muse is deeply per-

gon In

sonal. "My parents, my siblings,
my unborn child, and my hus-
band are my inpiraton. My hus-
band who is my best friend and
my support. Butabove all - God.
He, who has given me this talent,
and way of perceiving music. He,
who has brought me
because without
nothing. Singing is not just my
pastme; its my
Doménica participated in Uce-
da's Got Talent
months pregnant, and hopes to
meet her son Jacob, soon. She
hopes to teach him everything she

kmows about music, and help him
nurture his.

here,
him. I am

vocation.”

while seven

o el

UGT IS A PLATFORM
THAT NOT ONLY

FOSTERS GROWTH, BUT
ALSO CONNECTS
PEOPLE WITH
GENEROUS & SUPPORTIVE
HEARTS WHO SHARE
A PASSION FOR ART

Beyond her love for music,
Doménica has a muldfacered per-
sonality. She enjoys creating con-
tent for social media, immerses
herself in reading books on psy-
chology and finance, and finds
satisfaction in teaching. In Ecua-
dor, she taught singing to children
and adulss, leaving a lastng
on her students.

“1AM A
PERSON
WITH A LOT
OF ART
SPEAKING
INSIDE OF
HER”

Impression

Camino

©

o

Doménica considers herself a reserved person
with a deep arostic soul. Her ambiton and
perfectionism drive her to seek excellence in every-
thing she does. Motivated by her passion for
music, she decided to participate in the fourth
annual Uceda's Got Talent: recognizing this
opportunity as a pladorm to showcase her talent
and meet people who share her dedication
the arts.

She, however, did not anticipate her victory in the
competition. "When I saw thart they started giving
ourt the prizes for the fourth place, T said to myself:
“okay_ I don't think [ won anything”. Bucl didn't
care because 1 considered that there had been
better voices than mine." Doménica was sur-
prised when she realized she had won. Her
humble reaction and surprise upon winning first
prize clearly demonstrate thar talent and hard
work can sometimes lead o the most unexpected
victories.

To smdents and alumni of Uceda who harbor
talents in singing, dancing. or playing musical
instruments, bur have not vet venrured to partici-
pate, Doménica sends this message: "This is an
opportunity to showease the talent thar resides in
each of yvou. Itis a unigue experience that everyone
should have the opportunity to live"

26 | UCEDAS GOT TALENT - 2023 Magazine




BENJAMIN
e NICOLAS

SINGING CATEGORY
UCEDA INSTITUTE OF LAKEWOOD

'MUSICAL
weaco - TALENT




enjamin Nicolas started singing in
elementary school at around six or seven
ears old. He found thar he liked romanric
ballads and mariachi songs, and he has been
singing ever since. On October 6, dressed in
complete mariachi regalia. Bejamin ook o
the stage atr Ucedas Got Talent, winning
and place with Vicentes Fernandez "La Ley
del Monte™.

Benjamin has never taken singing lessons,
bur his passion and love for singing more than
made up for his lack of musical training.
Although he plays guitar a licde, he enjoys
singing the most. He constantly practices at
home, paying attention to his voice and
learning on his own. When he was ten, he

joined his church choir, where he learned
use his voice.

An initated listener of Mexican music can
easily recognize the influence thart legendary
Mexican singers have had on Benjamin. One
could say that he learned to sing from such
giants as Vicente Fernindez, José Alfredo
Jiménez, Marco Antonio Solis  and
Joan Sebastian.

However, he isstll learning.  He loves o sing. His passion
He recognizes that he can for the song is evident in his
stll improve his vocal abili-  delivery, and emotional invest-
des, and he knows that ment in his performance.
constant practice is essentdal  Clearly. Benjamin would love
o developing his woice. to pursue a career in music.
For Beniami 5 ~ What performer doesnt yearn
jamin, music is very , ==
igoctint: Tt spehing: 1D be discovered? "It someone
that has sustined him ©VST CANE along and offered

: me the chance w record an
i“;f:;ﬁsz“ﬁg; album. T would definitely
has offered him shelter and  JUMP  at the opportunity,”
release from times of NESays.
loneliness and depression

HE CONSTANTLY
PRACTICES AT HOME,
PAYING ATTENTION TO
HIS VOICE AND
LEARNING ON HIS OWN.

27| UCEDAS GOT TALENT - 2023 Magazine



BENJAMIN
DREAMS OF ONE
DAY BECOMING A
FAMOUS ARTIST,
& ESTABLISHING
A FOUNDATION
TO HELP PEOPLE
WITH
DISABILITIES

“1 would give it my all.” Thanks ro Uceda’s Gor Talent,
Benjamin got the opportunity to experience life on the
spotlight, singing in front of a packed audience.

In addition to his love for music, Benjamin is an avid
enthusiast of Mexican and Oaxacan culture. He is
interested in gastronomy, dance, and culture in general.
He also participates in charitable activities; helping the
disabled. and those with low economic resources.
Benjamin considers himself a simple, humble, and
friendly person. He believes in equality for all and
values people

Omne of the hardest things he has ever had to endure was
o leave his family in order to come to live in the Unired
States. Bur facing loneliness and difficuldes has raughr
him some valuable lessons; things that have motvared
him to ser his sights on the furure. Benjamin dreams of
one day becoming a famous artist, and establishing a

foundartion w help people with disabilides. “

Of his performance at Uceda’s Got Talent, he says. “1 ' WA N T To us E s OM E

chose La Ley del Monte’ because [ love it, and ifs a

widely recognized song. It is well-known by Mexicans OF TH ,s M ON E Y TO H E LP
and other Latin Americans.” It is a grear song about

love. Besides, Vicente Fernandez was a great singer.” A H OMELESS p ER SO"&
The audience and the judges couldnt agree more.
awarding him 2nd place and a cash prize of $750. MAYBE GE T H ’M SOM E
Benjamin plans to use some of the money for tuition, ¥y | 2
and o help someone in need. FOOD" ’T s WHAT s ’N
o . MY HEART. IT’S WHAT |
B
enjamin knows that, just like him, there are other
talented stmudents ar Uceda Instoure. He would like to WA N T To DO.-- H E Lp

encourage them to take a chance. overcome their fears
and self-doubts, and notworry about whar others might S o M E O N E & ’,
think. He thanks Uceda Instrute for creating opportu-
nities for rtalented young people t express
themselves artistically.

28 | UCEDAS GOT TALENT - 2023 Magazine




3RD PLACE WINNER - DANCING CATEGORY P E NA

UCEDA INSTITUTE OF SILVER SPRING

T “A YOUNG
. WOMAN FULL OF
" TALENTS, DREAMS

' & DETERMINATION?”
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n a world full of diverse opportunities and challenges,
talent and passion are essendal o forge a pach w
success. Michelle Monserrar Pefia Martinez, born in
Maryland, United States, but with roots in Mexico, is a
clear example of perseverance and determinadon. Proudly
representing Mexican folkdore, she won third Place in Uce-
da's Got Talent 2023. Her life is a narrative that combines
the search for knowledge, independence. and a passion that
has led her w explore muldple facets of her life.

A litde over a vear ago. Michelle
was living in Mexico before
coming back to the United
States. In Mexico, she finished
high school and graduated as
a Community Development
Technician. Now she studies
English ar Uceda in Silver
Springs. Maryland, where she
lives on her own. "My main mo-
tivation for learning English is
that 1 want w be able
communicate with people of
different nationalities.” she says.
“My dream is to become a flight
attendant.” Bur in order wm
become a flight artendant, she
will need to acquire certain spe-
cific competencies, in addition
to being able to communicare in
English. Michelle, however,
seems unfaced by these

challenges and feels confident of
reaching her goal. She wants o ravel the world, meer people

from other cultures, oy new foods and listen o new music.

Currently, she works at a Korean restaurant. It is an
experience that she feels has enriched her life and given her a
glimpse of the cultural world that is waiting for her out there.

Michelle loves o dance. Although she only dances

occasionally, dance remains an essendal part of her life. In

Mexico, she attended an academy of folkloric dance. It was
there that she acquired the skills and experience that she used
o compete in Uceda’s Got Talent.

In addition to dance, Michelle
enjovs exploring other interests
and activides. She also enjovs
cooking and making cocktails.
"When [ lived in Mexico, |
started a small business selling
sushi and cocktails. [ like o
learmn new things and I enjoy
leaming a licde abour every-
thing" says Michelle. She is
also interested in languages,
and she likes o leam new
words in different languages.




For her. Mexican folkloric dance has a purpose and a4 meaning.

Beyond being an artistic expression, folkloric dance is a way of

sharing her culture with the world. Her dance is a window to the
i, 1haur'. of Mexico, and a way of expressing her cultural identoy.

7 *""*‘! EVERYTIME | GO ON
P y ,,/ STAGE, | FEEL PROUD OF
BEING MEXICAN AND M
EXCITED TO SHOW THE
BEAUTY OF MY COUNTRY
THROUGH OUR DANCE.

Michelle describes herself as intelligent, loving,
independent, and hard-working. One of the
hardest lessons she has had to leamn is the
importance of leaming o be independent
"Life often presents us with situatons where
we have to take care of ourselves.”

-------

The opportunity to participate in Uceda's Gor

Talent was a challenge Michelle was eager

embrace. Although she had never compered on

stage_ her love for follkdoric dance led her o take

the plunge. Her preparadon tor her auditdon

wasn't overly extensive, but she practiced
| enough to feel confident on stage.

The night ot the finals, she faced the audience
and the judges with a smile. During her perfor-
mance,. she remembers gazing at the judges

" and happily noticing that they were smiling
and enjoving her performance. The reaction
trom the audience clearly reflecting her ability
to communicate her passion and her culture
through her dance.

Michelle Pefia is a young example of determination. courage. Michelle would like to encourage other Uceda

and the constant journey o achieve one's goals. Her storyisa
testament to her ability o face challenges, embrace new

students to participate, and not let fear or em-

barrassment stop them. "Participating in com-

opportunities, and pursue her dreams. With dance in her heart petitions like Uceda's Got Talent can provide
and the promise of an exciung furure speaking English, valuable experiences and it’s a great opportunity

Michelle reminds us of the importance of keeping our
different cultures alive and sharing eur talents with the world.

to share your talents with the world..." she says.
Michelle is saving her $500 prize for when she

Her story should inspire us to embrace our passions and goes back to Mexico where she plans to spend it

pursue a fumre full of adventures and achievements. with Fier Bl
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iving in Hillside, New Jersey, 27vear-old Erik

_d Awila has come a long way from playing music
on the streets of Bogora, Colombia. At the age of
eight, Erik received his first music lesson from an
uncle who taught him his first chords on the guitar.
And he’s been plaving ever since. It was an event
that would set the course for his life. Erik would
eventually go on to learn the piano, the base, the
ukulele., and wvarious percussion instruments.

In school, Erik was an athlete. He was a gymnast
and a cheerleader. He excelled in all sores of sports
proving great prowess in the field However, a
worn-Achilles-tendon injury thar wok five years m
heal. forced him to reevaluate his interesr in
athletics. The injury and the long ordeal of
recovery, taught him valuable lessons abour adver-
sity and not taking the simple things in life for
granted. Erik says thar from thar experience he
learned to persevere and fight for his dreams. In
spite of his injury, he was able to attain a degree in
Physical Culture, Recreation, and Sports.

Fortunartely for Erk, he had music to back him up.
Mot only was he a natural athlete, he was also a
gifted and talented musician. With his voice and
his ability to play guitar, he chose music as his way
oflife. Enk hasworked hard developing his sound.
perfecting his playving, and focusing all his energy
and strength in becoming a professional musician.

THE VOICE

WY S

OF A RISING

STA

MUSIC IS HIS

MEANS OF HEALING

/AND EXPRESSING
'HIMSELF IN AN
OFTEN COMPLEX
WORLD.
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His dedication to his music has allowed him the oppor-
tunity to play on stage as an opening act for well-known

HE DREAMS OF
RSN et Sl  REACHING PEOPLE
than 5 thousand Tpeuplea a feat _that rlf:ht_ oo many W’TH H's MUS’C A
Syt S FROM EVERY CULTURE
Pty AND FROM EVERY
CORNER
OF THE
WORLD.

together, and he finds grear sarisfaction in being part
of that.

Erik's family has been a great source of support and inspi-
ration for him. Both, his mother and father, have been
remendously encouraging of his music career. Artist-
cally, however, Erik has been greatly influenced and
inspired by Latin singer, [uis Miguel, whose impact on
Latin music is undeniable. And whose fame and success

Erik. himself would like to atrain.

Erik envisions a fumure where he
is globally recognized. Its a big
dream for a kid from the storeers
of Colombia. But Edk is
counting on his tenacity and
dedicadon to make it all
COIME true.

His preparation for the audition
and the final show was rigorous.
Erik chose a song thatstood out
for its complexity on the guitar
and in the vocals. So. he prac-
deed  wrelessly, eventually
winning 4th place with Juane’s
"A Dios le Pido" gamering a
spectacular  reaction  from
the audience.

Partcipating in Ueceda's Gor
Talent was an exciting experience
for Erik. Although he is a sea-
soned professional with many
vears of performing experience,
this competton offered a differ-
ent kind of opportunity. It was a
stage on which he could measure
his talent in front of a more eclectic
audience in the United States.

Of the performance, Erik says
that he enjoved every bicit. The
appreciative reception from the
audience was all he needed ™
make of the experience an unfor-
gerrable one. He plans o use
the prize money o take his girl-
friend on a trip.

Erik Avila is a multifaceted artist who has overcome
challenges and learned valuable lessons on his path m

; o BEEEEE success. His love for music and his desire to be a globally

-q' = “L.“. — recognized artist is driven by unwavering determination.

g PLACE = 7 ;m . His participation in Uceda's Got Talent was just one more
" e ndred hﬁﬂ-ﬁy* '-;‘#.ﬁw ..g- step in his journey o fame. With his music, Erik connects
v oy with peoplefrom around the world, reminding us of the uni-

versal power of music to unite us.

Erik would like to encourage other Uceda students with
musical abilities to get involved and participate. He advises
them to rise to the challenge, measure their talent, and share
it with the world. Erik is an example of how dedication and
passion can lead an artist to achieve success on the interna-

tional stage.
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COLOMBIA

1ST PLACE - VIRTUAL CATEGORY
ENGLISHLINE

Alejandra Vargas' life is like
music itself. [t is full of dreams,
melodies, rhythms, and emo-
tions of every kind. At eight
vears old Algjandra saw the
movie “High School Musical”
and it was then that she knew
she wanted to be a singer. “l
remember [ wanted to be like
them.” she recalls. °T wanted
be in a musical. Thatis how my
musical  training  began’

When she mumed fifteen. she
received her first formal singing
lesson. Going w the Universi-
dad del Valle in Cali, Colombia,
marked the beginning of her
professional training.

W L

Alejandra has alwavs wanted
to sing. “Ifs been my dream
since | was a licde girl. 1 like
singing and acting. 1 have
always been interested in the
performing arts.”

For Alejandra, music is more
than just pleasant, melodic
sounds. For her, it is the color
of lite, and a great force capable
of providing comfort and mod-
vaton. “Music has been my life-
saver, she says. "It helps me
deal with the frustrations of
life: it helps me heal the
wounds that . myself or
others have caused me”

“MUSICIS

THE

{ COLOR
OF LIFE""]

- 4
'l.:l:b b -
T
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Alejandra wishes she could pursue acting in tandem
with a music career. She desecribes herself as a laid-back
person; confident in what she wants ourt of life and
focused on her goals. However, she is ready to admit
that she needs to work more on being straightforward

in her communication and contnue to develop her
singing voice.

She names Justin Bieber as an early influence, burt she
recognizes Christina Aguilera as a more influental
artist. Nevertheless, for Alejandra, her family has
always been her primary source of inspiraton. It is
them who have always been there for her

Despite having participated in previous competitions,
Alejandra found Uceda's Gor Talent emotonally
challenging. She had her reservations, but participated
amyway, surprising herself when she won first place in
the virmal competition. Alejandra plans w invest the
prize money in vocal training, and the release of an
upcoming single.

Alejandra acknowledges that
talent alone is not enough. She
understands the importance of
self-discipline. "Discipline is
evervthing," she says. And it's
that awareness that keeps her
seriously focused on her musical
Career.

She plans to release three
singles of cover songs in the
near furure. She hopes to,
someday, start a  family,
invest wisely, and continue
o sing without placing
EXCESSIVE expectations on
recognition or fame.




| SouFRacs|

2ND PLACE - VIRTUAL CATEGORY [liLd

ENGLISHLINE

he power of music transcends borders and
language barriers, and Tavier Posada is a
testament to this. Javier, an online student
of UCEDASs Englishline program, is the
talented 35-year-old singer and father of one from
Ibagué, Tolima in Colombia, who won 2nd place
in the virmual caregory of Uceda's Got Talent 2023

Looking to improve his personal and professional
lite, Javier joined Uceda’s Institute virtual program
about a year ago in order to study English as a
second language.

Javier is a dedicared student. He works in adminis-
tration, but he's been singing since he was a young
boy. °T used to enjoy singing atr home with my
sisters. We would come up with our own songs or
change the lyrics of popular songs. 1 remember
those as some of the best moments we spent as a
tamily." he recalls. His singing led him to perform
at special events in church, and at school where he
once won first place.

Back in zo1g, Javier and a friend started a band
with the idea of uming 8cs ballads into rock
songs. And that's how their band, "Oficina (7, was

L

R'JI

AR DA

bormn. They used this enterprise, however, not only to share their
love for music, but w support social causes such as food
collection for the homeless, and animal rights foundadons.

Apart from singing as a hobby, Tavier has also worked hosting
national and local events as an MC, and radio announcer with
well-known artists. “But in spite of my love for music, I am not
likely to want to pursue a career in it. | have found my vocation in

my current profession of administraton”, he explains.

Nevertheless, music holds a special place in Javier's heart. For
him. music is much more than 2 combination of sounds: it is an
intrinsic part of life itself. "Music is always present in our lives,
accompanying us all through everything; it talks to us, it teaches
us. It signifies life itself!”, he asserts.
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A LIFE FULL OF MUSIC
& OVERCOMING CHALLENGES

l avier's musical influences are many and wideranging. He is quick o 75,

name Latin and Spanish rockers Gustavo Cerati and Enrique Bunbury.
He also mentions Britsh and American singers like Freddy Mercury,
Steven Tyler, and Michael Jackson, along with Armando Manzanero and

Alci Acosta in the bolero genre. Each of these performers, no doubt, helping =
him craft his sound and understanding of music.

He says that he finds the richness of life experiences a source of endless inspira-
tion. However, his motivation mainly comes from his family; his mother and

his sisters. but above all, he finds his inspiration in his son Juan Manuel.

Javier describes himself as a sensitive and sympathetic person, yet direct and Participating in  Uceda’s  Gor
precise in his communication. Looking to the future, Javier harbors a plethora Talentwas a challenging experience
of dreams and goals, such as maveling o different counmies with his for Javier. He was not comfortable

performing on video wvia the
internet. He admirts feeling indmi-

ro-vear-old son, opening a restaurant, having a farm with animals and such,

and most importantly, seeing his son grow up happy.

dared, bur ar the same dme
motivated to face his fear of singing

online. So. despite his uncertainty,
Javier decided w step out of his
comfort zone and performed “La
Llorona” w the surprise and delight

of evervone.

In preparadon for his performance,
Javier ook w singing everywhere;
from the bathroom to the bus stop.
He practiced and practiced and
practiced, with the effort finally
paying off when the judges awarded
him second place in the virtual cate-
gory. It was a victory that enabled
him to take his familv on a trip w

Mexico with the prize money. It

was an experience that he will rea-

sure for a long dme to come.

“C SHYNESS ONLY
LIMITS YOUR ABILITIES.
BUT YOUR TALENT CAN

Javier would like o encourage other students at UCEDA w
participate with their singing, their dancing or whatever musi-
cal talents they possess. * The satisfaction you get is unique, and
you will be proud of your work and of yoursehves regardless of
whether you win or not; just having partcipated and done whart
other dare not do, will be a reward in itself” he concludes.

sunm"'m;‘ém’ﬂ
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STAMFORD

Uceda Institute
LOCATIONS

Stamford - CONNECTICUT

65 Broad St. Stamford, CT 06901
Cel: +1 (203) 721-6800

WApp: +1 (475) 333-1401

BRIDGEPORT NORWALK DANBURY

Bridgeport - CONNECTICUT Norwalk - CONNECTICUT Danbury - CONNECTICUT

2414 Main St., 2nd. floor - 70 South Main St. - Norwalk, 183 Main Street - Danbury, CT

Bridgeport, CT 06606 CT 06854 06810

Cel: +1 (203) 612 7413 Cel: +1 (203) 939 1746 Cel: +1 (475) 329 5906

WApp: +1 (203) 912 3063 WADpp: +1 (475) 279 9140 WApp: +1 (203) 912 4211
PORT CHESTER FALLS CHURCH PASSAIC

2 s T ‘m-mé

Port Chester - NEW YORK Falls Church - VIRGINIA Passaic - NEW JERSEY

158 North Main Street - Port 6201 Leesburg Pike Suite 303 181 Prospect St. - Passaic,
Chester, NY 10573 Falls Church, VA 22044 NJ 07055

Cel: +1 (914) 939 7770 Cel: +1 (703) 341 6604 Cel: +1 (973) 458 0050
WApp: +1 (201) 421 4829 +1 (703) 651 6860 WApp: +1 (973) 951 9377

WApp: +1 (571) 424 0165

/j 45| UCEDAS GOT TALENT - 2023 Magazine



FREEHOLD PERTH AMBOY RED BANK

Freehold - NEW JERSEY Perth Amboy - NEW JERSEY Red Bank - NEW JERSEY

21 W. Main Street, rear 3rd. Floor 152 Smith St. 135 Monmouth St.

- Freehold, NJ 07728 Perth Amboy, NJ 08861 Red Bank, NJ 07701

Cel: +1 (732) 984 9628 Cel: +1 (732) 826 2777 Cel: +1 (732) 268 7970

WApp: +1 (908) 692 9802 WApp: +1 (201) 468 2486 +WApp: 1 (732) 796 8815
PATERSON NEW BRUNSWICK LAKEWOOD

Paterson - NEW JERSEY New Brunswick - NEW JERSEY Lakewood - NEW JERSEY

111 Ellison St. 338 George Street, 2nd. Floor 204 Clifton Ave. 3rd. floor

Paterson, NJ 07501 New Brunswick, NJ 08901 Lakewood, NJ 08701

Cel: +1 (973) 279 0771 Cel: +1 (732) 214 9500 Cel: +1 (732) 987 4181

WAPpp: +1 (973) 518 1341 WApp: +1 (201) 458 2341 WApp: + 1 (609) 515 2608
DOVER MORRISTOWN SILVER SPRING

Dover - NEW JERSEY Morristown - NEW JERSEY Silver Spring - MARYLAND

30 North Morris St. - Dover, NJ St. 171 Speedwell Ave. - Morristown, 11416 Georgia Avenue, 2nd. Floor
07801 NJ 07901 Silver Spring, MD 20902

Cel: +1 (973) 537 1300 Cel: + 1 (973) 998 7956 Cel: +1 (301) 850 6677

WApp: +1 (973) 951 9414 WApp: +1 (201) 458 3894 WApP: +1 (301) 500 8082
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10.

Our
PROGRAMS

E.S.L. (English as
a Second
Language):

We are specialists in teaching English

since 1988. Our pragmatic methodology

EnglishLine - Online allows us to teach the language in a way
Enghsh prog ram: that it becomes a tool to be used in the

industries and businesses that move the
EnglishLine is the UCEDA world economy.
INSTITUTE brand for virtual English

learning. With the experience

gained over the years, we have ESP (Eﬂg'ISh for
designed a unique program of its Specific
kind, ideal to satisfy the needs and pU rposes)

interests of those who want to

Is a series of short term courses designed
for individuals who wish to improve their
EnglishLine is a program produced English in particular areas. These courses
are accompanied by UCEDA proprietary
textbooks dealing with topics such as:

speak English effectively.

in the United States, now available

in Latin America and around the

e Manufacturing

e Technology

e Hospitality

e Food Services

e Entrepreneurship
e Health Services

world.
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TOEFL
Preparation

During our TOEFL Prep course, students study
and practice to take the TOEFL iBT test and
complete its different sections.

This course exposes students to the type of
content-rich material, questions and tasks on the
TOEFL. High-interest listening selections help
students to understand a wide variety of styles
and topics. You will sharpen critical reading skills
such as categorizing, summarizing and analyzing
through high-interest  academic reading
selections. Structured writing activities prepare
students for the writing portion of the TOEFL. You
will also improve your skills in such areas as
skimming and scanning, identifying and using main
ideas and details, using detailed examples,
paraphrasing, and comparing and contrasting.

B2B
UCEDA

International English training for
companies and other

With over 30 vyears of experience, UCEDA . . :
INnstitutions

International has become a leader in teaching
English as a Second Language (ESL) with accredited -
Increase productivity in your company
programs for all levels of language learning.
UCEDA is your best option to study English in the
USA. We strive to provide F1 international

students with the highest quality education while

by improving the communication of your
work teams. UCEDA Institute brings its
English (ESL) or Spanish Language

i ekl instruction to your facility in order to

Now you can live and study in the United States meet your specific needs.
with an F1 student visa. Trust the experts, and
register for the UCEDA Intensive English Program Courses can be customized according to

today! your industry and workflow and can be

taught by an instructor who matches
This school is authorized under federal law to your specific audience.
enroll F1 international students.
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American

Citizenship Classes

In our preparation course to obtain
The GED, is the General Education American citizenship, you will get all
Development Test, it is the exam that will the tools to take the latest version of

allow you to obtain the certificate the exam.
You will learn about American history

and politics, as well as practicing for

equivalent to High School.

At UCEDA we support you with the entire

training process to take the exam in the your interview in English.

state you reside in. Your classes can be Available in-online and face-to-face
taken virtually or in person. The program mode.
lasts 16 weeks.

You will learn basic math, geometry,
algebra, graphs, and functions, as well as
basic science concepts; In language you
will strengthen the comprehension and
writing of texts so that you learn to do a

Spanish

persuasive essay. And in Social Studies

you will reinforce topics such as civics and Our Program is designed for
government, US history and economics. residents of the United States
There is no age limit to take the exam, who want to learn to
achieve your dreams, contact us today! communicate orally and in
writing in Spanish.

We have Latin American
teachers from different
countries, classes at UCEDA
Institute are adjusted to your
times and needs, so you can
choose between our modality
of virtual classes live or face-to-

face.
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https://www.instagram.com/ucedaonline/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCY2LzwD5oTvvSxM_UeHK10w/videos
https://www.facebook.com/ucedainstitute/

